
A Matter of Integrity: The Extraordinary Life
and Legacy of Troy McCombs

Troy McCombs, a renowned businessman and philanthropist, dedicated his
life to ethical dealings and unwavering principles. His legacy extends far
beyond his business ventures; he left an enduring imprint on the
community and countless individuals he touched throughout his
extraordinary life.
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Early Life and Education

Troy McCombs was born on October 14, 1929, in Ennis, Texas. Growing up
in a modest family, he developed a strong work ethic and an unwavering
determination to succeed. His parents instilled in him the values of honesty,
integrity, and perseverance, which would become the guiding principles of
his life.

McCombs attended Texas A&M University, where he earned a bachelor's
degree in agricultural economics. His academic pursuits were
complemented by his active involvement in student organizations, further
shaping his leadership abilities and sense of responsibility.

Business Success

After graduating from university, McCombs embarked on a remarkable
business career. He founded Clear Channel Communications in 1972,
which grew into one of the largest outdoor advertising companies in the
world. His entrepreneurial spirit and astute business acumen led to the
expansion of his empire into other industries, including real estate, banking,
and automotive.

McCombs' approach to business was characterized by integrity and ethical
behavior. He believed in building long-term relationships based on trust and
mutual respect. His reputation for honesty and transparency earned him
the trust of colleagues, clients, and investors alike.
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Philanthropic Endeavors

Throughout his life, McCombs remained deeply committed to giving back to
his community. He established the Troy G. McCombs Foundation in 1999,
which has since provided significant support to organizations focused on
education, healthcare, and the arts.

One of McCombs' most notable philanthropic contributions was the
establishment of the McCombs School of Business at The University of
Texas at Austin. His generous donation transformed the school into a
world-renowned institution, providing countless students with exceptional
educational opportunities.

His philanthropic efforts extended beyond monetary support. McCombs
actively volunteered his time and participated in numerous charitable
initiatives, lending his voice and resources to causes that resonated with
him.

Integrity and Character

Integrity was the cornerstone of Troy McCombs' character. He believed that
ethical behavior was not just a matter of being honest but also of acting
with fairness, compassion, and respect toward others.

Throughout his life, McCombs faced numerous challenges and temptations
that tested his values. However, he remained steadfast in his commitment
to integrity, refusing to compromise his principles even when it meant
personal sacrifice.

His unwavering ethical compass earned him the admiration and respect of
both business associates and the community at large. McCombs' legacy



serves as a reminder that integrity is not simply a quality to be admired but
a virtue to be lived by.

Legacy and Impact

Troy McCombs passed away on August 10, 2023, at the age of 93. His
passing was met with profound sorrow by his family, friends, and the
countless lives he had touched over the decades.

McCombs' legacy extends far beyond his business accomplishments or
philanthropic contributions. He leaves behind a testament to the
transformative power of integrity, demonstrating that it is possible to
achieve extraordinary success without sacrificing one's values or ethical
principles.

Through his business ventures and philanthropic work, Troy McCombs
made an immeasurable impact on the world. His unwavering commitment
to integrity inspired generations and continues to serve as a beacon of
hope for those who strive to live a life of purpose and meaning.
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