
The Prohibition of Stealth Silhouetting:
Unmasking the Dangers and Ensuring Ethical
Use of Visual Data

Executive Summary

Stealth silhouetting is a deceptive practice that involves capturing images
of individuals without their knowledge or consent, often with the intent to
track or monitor them. This emerging technology has raised serious
concerns about privacy and civil liberties, prompting governments
worldwide to take action against its unauthorized use.
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This article provides an in-depth analysis of the prohibition of stealth
silhouetting, exploring its legal ramifications, ethical considerations, and the
technological challenges in detecting and preventing it. We present case
studies of successful prosecutions, propose best practices for businesses
and individuals, and discuss the implications for law enforcement and
national security.

The Legal Landscape

Several countries have introduced legislation specifically addressing stealth
silhouetting:

United States: The Facial Recognition and Biometric Technology
Moratorium Act (2021) prohibits federal law enforcement agencies
from using facial recognition technology, including stealth silhouetting.

United Kingdom: The Investigatory Powers Act (2016) criminalizes
the use of automated facial recognition technology in public spaces
without explicit consent.
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European Union: The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
protects personal data, including biometric data, and requires explicit
consent for its processing.

In addition, many jurisdictions have general laws against privacy violations,
surveillance, and trespassing, which can be applied to stealth silhouetting.

Ethical Considerations

Beyond legal implications, stealth silhouetting raises ethical concerns that
warrant careful consideration:

Privacy: Capturing images of individuals without their knowledge or
consent violates their privacy rights and undermines trust.

Discrimination: Stealth silhouetting can be used for discriminatory
purposes, such as targeting specific groups based on race, gender, or
religion.

Surveillance: Stealth silhouetting enables pervasive surveillance,
potentially chilling free speech and association.

Harm: Images captured through stealth silhouetting can be used for
malicious purposes, such as identity theft or blackmail.

Technological Challenges

Detecting and preventing stealth silhouetting pose significant technological
challenges:

Low-resolution images: Stealth silhouetting systems often capture
low-resolution images, making it difficult for automated systems to
identify individuals accurately.



Occlusions: Obstacles, such as clothing, accessories, or facial
coverings, can obscure facial features, making identification even more
challenging.

Limited datasets: Training machine learning models to detect stealth
silhouetting requires large datasets of images captured in a variety of
conditions, which are often unavailable.

Case Studies

Several notable cases have highlighted the consequences of unauthorized
stealth silhouetting:

Clearview AI: In 2020, Clearview AI, a facial recognition company,
was ordered to delete billions of images it had collected from the
internet without consent.

Ring doorbell footage: Law enforcement agencies in the United
States have faced criticism for using Ring doorbell footage for facial
recognition purposes, without homeowner consent.

Amazon Rekognition: The American Civil Liberties Union filed a
lawsuit against Amazon for allegedly marketing its Rekognition facial
recognition service to law enforcement agencies in violation of civil
rights.

Best Practices

To ensure ethical and legal compliance, businesses and individuals should
adopt best practices for using visual data:

Obtain explicit consent: Always ask for permission before capturing
images of individuals.



Limit image collection and use: Collect only the data necessary for
the intended purpose and use it only for authorized activities.

Protect data privacy: Implement robust security measures to protect
collected images from unauthorized access or misuse.

Respect data subject rights: Provide individuals with the ability to
access, correct, or delete their image data upon request.

Implications for Law Enforcement and National Security

While stealth silhouetting can potentially enhance public safety and national
security, its use must be balanced against privacy concerns:

Accountability and transparency: Law enforcement agencies should
establish clear guidelines for the use of stealth silhouetting and provide
oversight mechanisms to ensure accountability.

Targeted use: Stealth silhouetting should only be used for legitimate
law enforcement or national security purposes, with appropriate judicial
oversight.

Balance between safety and privacy: Governments must strike a
balance between protecting public safety and upholding individual
privacy rights.

The prohibition of stealth silhouetting is a crucial step towards protecting
privacy, preventing discrimination, and mitigating potential harms.
Governments, businesses, and individuals must work together to ensure
ethical and legal use of visual data.



As technology continues to advance, it is essential to stay vigilant and
adapt regulations and best practices accordingly. By embracing
transparency, accountability, and respect for individual rights, we can
harness the benefits of visual data while safeguarding our fundamental
freedoms.
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