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A Painful Chapter in History

During the dark days of World War II, the Japanese military committed a
heinous crime against humanity known as the Comfort Women System.
Young women from occupied territories, often coerced or tricked, were
forced into sexual slavery for Japanese soldiers. These women,
euphemistically referred to as "Comfort Girls," endured unimaginable
horrors that left an indelible mark on their lives and the collective memory
of the war.

One such Comfort Girl was Kim Bok-dong, whose story has been
preserved through the tireless efforts of her daughter, Kim Kyung-ju.
Together, they have embarked on a profound journey to uncover the truth
of that tragic period and give voice to the countless women who suffered.
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A Daughter's Unforgettable Narrative

Kim Kyung-ju's book, "Comfort Woman: A Daughter's Story," provides a
deeply personal account of her mother's experiences as a Comfort Girl.
Through a series of poignant interviews, Kim Bok-dong recounts the
harrowing details of her ordeal, from the moment she was torn from her
family to the years of abuse she endured.

Kim Kyung-ju's narrative is a testament to the resilience and strength of her
mother. Despite the trauma she faced, Kim Bok-dong emerged from the
war with an unyielding spirit. She refused to let the horrors she endured
define her and dedicated her life to advocating for other survivors.

A System of Enslavement

The Comfort Women System was a systematic and organized form of
sexual slavery perpetrated by the Japanese military. Young women,
primarily from Korea, China, and other Asian countries, were forcibly
recruited and transported to military camps and brothels throughout
occupied territories.

Conditions in these "comfort stations" were horrific. The women were
subjected to multiple rapes per day, often by multiple soldiers. They lived in
constant fear, denied basic human rights, and subjected to brutal treatment.

Enduring Scars

The physical and emotional scars inflicted upon the Comfort Girls were
profound. Many suffered from sexually transmitted diseases, infertility, and
other health problems. The trauma they endured often manifested in deep-
seated psychological issues, including post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD).



Moreover, the social stigma associated with their experiences further
isolated and marginalized the survivors. In many societies, they were
shamed and ostracized for their involvement in the system, making it
difficult for them to reintegrate into their communities.
Seeking Justice

In the decades following the war, Comfort Girls and their advocates
tirelessly campaigned for recognition and reparations. In 1993, the
Japanese government finally issued an official apology and established a
compensation fund for survivors.

However, many survivors felt that the apology and compensation were
insufficient. They demanded a full and unequivocal acknowledgment of the
crimes committed and reparations that would truly address the lifelong
harm they had suffered.

Preserving the Memory

The story of the Comfort Girls is a haunting reminder of the horrors that can
be inflicted upon humanity during wartime. It is a testament to the resilience
and courage of the survivors, but it also serves as a cautionary tale about
the dangers of silence and denial.

Today, there are ongoing efforts to preserve the memory of the Comfort
Girls and ensure that their stories are never forgotten. Museums,
memorials, and educational programs have been established to raise
awareness of this dark period in history and to honor the victims.

A Daughter's Unforgettable Mission

The legacy of the Comfort Girls continues to inspire individuals like Kim
Kyung-ju to speak out against injustice and fight for the rights of survivors.



Through her mother's story, she has brought global attention to this hidden
chapter in history and helped to break the silence that has surrounded it.

The narrative of the Comfort Girls is a testament to the enduring power of
the human spirit. It is a story of survival, resilience, and the unrelenting
pursuit of justice. As we remember the horrors they endured, let us also
honor their courage and work towards a world free from such atrocities.

Kim Kyung-ju is a Korean author and activist. She is the daughter of
Comfort Girl Kim Bok-dong and has dedicated her life to advocating for
survivors of sexual violence and human trafficking.
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