
Theatre in the Round: An Immersive and
Enchanting Theatrical Experience
Theatre in the round is a captivating form of theatrical production where the
audience surrounds the stage. This unique arrangement creates an
intimate and immersive experience for both the audience and the
performers. With no traditional proscenium arch or curtain, the audience
becomes an integral part of the performance, drawn into the action and
sharing in the emotional journey of the characters.
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Origins of Theatre in the Round

The concept of theatre in the round can be traced back to ancient Greece,
where plays were performed in circular or semi-circular amphitheatres. In
the Elizabethan era, theatres such as the Swan and the Globe also
employed a similar structure, with the audience surrounding the stage on
all sides.
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However, it was not until the 20th century that theatre in the round began to
gain widespread popularity. In 1927, the American director Harold Clurman
founded the Theatre Guild of New York, which staged experimental
productions in a small, round theatre. Other notable proponents of theatre
in the round include Thornton Wilder, Tyrone Guthrie, and Peter Brook.

Characteristics of Theatre in the Round

Intimate setting: The lack of a proscenium arch creates a close and
personal connection between the audience and the performers. This
intimacy allows for greater emotional engagement and fosters a sense
of immediacy.

Audience participation: The proximity of the audience to the stage
often encourages participation, whether through direct interaction with
the characters or through subtle reactions that influence the
performance.

Flexibility and adaptability: The open and flexible nature of theatre in
the round allows for a wide range of staging possibilities, from
minimalist productions to elaborate spectacles.

Immersive experience: The audience is fully immersed in the
theatrical environment, surrounded by the action and feeling a part of
the world that is being created.

Advantages of Theatre in the Round

Theatre in the round offers several advantages over traditional proscenium
theatre:



Increased audience engagement: The intimacy of the setting creates
a heightened sense of involvement and connection for the audience.

More realistic and immersive performances: The absence of a
fourth wall breaks down the barrier between the audience and the
stage, resulting in a more realistic and engrossing experience.

Greater flexibility for directors and designers: The open space of
theatre in the round allows for more creative and imaginative staging,
lighting, and set design.

More intimate and personal experience: The close proximity of the
actors and audience allows for a more intimate and personal
connection, making the performances more memorable and impactful.

Disadvantages of Theatre in the Round

While theatre in the round offers many advantages, it also has some
disadvantages:

Limited seating capacity: The circular or semi-circular configuration
of the stage limits the number of seats available for the audience.

Technical challenges: The open and exposed nature of the stage can
pose technical challenges for lighting, sound, and set design.

Sight lines: Not all seats in a theatre in the round offer an
unobstructed view of the stage, which can be a concern for some
audience members.

Audience distractions: The close proximity of the audience to the
stage can sometimes lead to distractions or interruptions, particularly if
audience members are not respectful of the performance.



Famous Theatres in the Round

There are many famous theatres in the round around the world, including:

Alley Theatre in Houston, Texas: One of the first theatres in the
United States to embrace theatre in the round, the Alley Theatre has a
reputation for producing innovative and thought-provoking productions.

Arena Stage in Washington, D.C.: A Tony Award-winning theatre
company, Arena Stage has been producing theatre in the round since
its founding in 1950.

Oran Mor in Glasgow, Scotland: Located in a former church, Oran
Mor is a vibrant arts venue that hosts a variety of theatre, music, and
comedy performances in a round setting.

Royal Exchange Theatre in Manchester, England: Housed in a
former cotton exchange, the Royal Exchange Theatre is one of the
largest theatres in the round in the United Kingdom.

Shakespeare's Globe Theatre in London, England: A reconstruction
of the original Globe Theatre, the Globe offers an immersive
experience of Shakespeare's plays in the round, with the audience
standing or sitting in the "groundlings" area.

Theatre in the round is a captivating and immersive form of theatrical
production that offers a unique and unforgettable experience for both the
audience and the performers. The intimacy, flexibility, and engagement that
are inherent to this format create a powerful and transformative connection
between the world of the play and the world of the audience. As theatre
continues to evolve, theatre in the round is sure to remain a popular and
innovative way to bring stories to life.
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